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KEY DATES 2024
Monday 15th April – Back to school

Friday 19th April – Y3 Boys Football at Yattendon

Monday 22nd April – Weds 24th April – Y4 Henley Fort Residential

Monday 22nd April at 6.00 pm
Y5 Carroty Wood Meeting for Parents

Thursday 2nd May – Swimming Gala at RAA

Monday 6th May – May Day Bank Holiday – school closed

Friday 10th May – Y5 Football Tournament at Yattendon

Monday 13th May – Wednesday 15th May – Year 5 Group 1 at Carroty Wood

Wednesday 15th May – Friday 17th May – Year 5 Group 2 at Carroty Wood

Monday 13th May – Year 6 SATS WEEK

Monday 20th May – Surrey Arts Concert at Dorking Halls

Tuesday 21st May – Wizard of Oz whole school production

Tuesday 21st May – Y6 France Meeting for Parents

Thursday 23rd May – Friends Colour Fun Run

Thursday 23rd May – HLP Mixed Rounders Tournament at Manorfield

Friday 24th May – INSET DAY – school closed – Break-up Half Term
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Meath Green Junior School
Greenfields Road, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8HW
Tel: 01293 784298 fax: 01293 822359     www.mgjs.org
Email:  info@mgjs.org
Headteachers: 
Mr Patrick Amerio (p.amerio@mgjs.org) Mrs Serena Beasley (s.beasley@mgjs.org)Dear parent/carer
Unbelievably we have come to the end of another term.  Once again it has been packed with a range of learning opportunities – both in school, in the outside environments and on trips and visits.  Your children have worked hard to improve their knowledge and understanding in a range of subject areas.

Sadly, at the end of this academic year Mr Amerio will be hanging up his boots!  In his words ‘he is off on another adventure – not retirement yet!’  This is a very hard announcement to write, his loyalty and passion for the school has been constant for the past 28 years.  We are not saying ‘goodbye’ yet as we still have the summer term.  Watch out Mr Amerio – what have we got in store for you??

Thank you for your support this term – we wish you a very Happy Easter and hope you spend some quality time as a family.




New Website
If you have not already had the opportunity to visit our new website – please have a look!  Whilst there are still some areas under development we are pleased with the overall finish.  We would welcome any feedback from you.
Parents Evening
It was lovely to see so many of you on parents evening this week.  The House Captains really enjoyed showing you to the classes – a big thank you to them.  
Summer Uniform
After the Easter holidays your child can wear summer school uniform – let’s hope the weather has improved!  Please refer to the home/school diary or website if you are unsure of the summer uniform.   Also can you please ensure that your child does not have painted nails and that they are not wearing jewellery – small studs in ears are acceptable.
Staffing up-dates
We are pleased to let you know that we have appointed two new support staff members in Year 5 – Mrs Stovell and Mrs Scales.  We would like to welcome them to MGJS.   
Spring term Book Raffle Winners - Congratulations to our book raffle winners this term:
The Story Orchestra – Naomi 4C
My Heart was a Tree – Mia 6T
Weird but true! 2024 – Tyler 6G
Percy Jackson and the Olympians – Zoe 4D
The Highland Falcon Thief – Bethan 5
Take to the Skies – Wings: Spitfire – Jay 4C
A Better Day – Daisy 4C
Time Travelling with a Tortoise – Lenny 6D
The Swifts – Molly 6G
Wonka – George 3S
The Shark Caller – Kian 5B
 
Book Readers of the Month
3TM - Mila	5B - Holly
3R – Sophie H	5L - Elyssa
3S - Eren	5J - Bethany
4C - Isla	6G - Molly
4M - Lilliella	6T - Mya
[bookmark: _GoBack]4D - Kayden	6D - Rosie

Sports Fixtures… By Lily and Molly 
Netball Team 
We played away against Earlswood at the beginning of the term. We won 6-0 and most of the goals were scored by Zoe, George and Jacob. A few weeks later, we hosted a tournament for the Horley schools including Burstow and Yattendon; we won this as well! A few weeks ago, Sandcross came to play us.  They brought team A and team B and we won both matches, but they were very good and agile and it was close! 
Boys’ Football
At the beginning of term we played away against Earslwood. The boys showed real resilience as we had no substitutions and an injury. Unfortunately we lost that game 6 – 0. We played away against Reigate Priory in the last week of this term and gave some different children a chance to represent the school. They played fantastically well and showed real teamwork but lost 3 – 0. It was super to see some different children getting the chance to represent the boys’ school football team. 
Girls’ Football 
We played in the Regional Finals at Dorking Wanderers FC.  We got to the semi-finals where we lost to the winning team! We were so proud of our achievement. We have had lots of training and are ready for our next tournament coming up after Easter.  
Area Cross County Champions
We went to Manorfield School for the HLP Cross Country tournament this week. There were 8 schools there and our team won! We took 4 girls and 4 boys from each year and everyone did really well.  We were happy to win, because everyone worked so hard for the team. 
Gymnastics Competition
Meath Green entered the Reigate school’s gym competition. It was our first competition. We had teams in the beginners year 3 and 4 competition, beginners year 5 and 6 competition and advanced year 5 and 6 competition. 
While we did not win a medal it was great to see our pupils take part so well in another, different sport. Also worth mentioning is the fact that we had more boys competing for the school than any other school represented.
Reading over the Easter holidays
We would please ask that you encourage your child to keep up with their daily reading through the Easter break – it is such a key skill for the children to access the curriculum and a daily dose keeps them from falling behind.  If your child reads a good book over the holidays please encourage them to e-mail me, s.beasley@mgjs.org with the book name – this can then be purchased for the vending machine.  Thank you.
Spring term from our pupils
Year 3 by Lexie and Wilbur 
We have lots of favourite things about the Spring term. One was the trip to Wisley. We liked the rainforest and desert areas. Also, the glasshouse was epic. It was a little bit scary when we went to the top as it was so high! We also loved the Japanese Hanami wow day. We got to eat a picnic outside underneath our beautiful cherry blossom trees and wear bright colourful clothes! We did lovely art, lots of the trees fell over but ours didn't! We used VR headsets to visit Australia and look at the outback and what the sea life is like there. It was fun.
Year 4 by Amelie and Olivia
Hello, this Spring term was brilliant in Year 4. In our topic we took part in some fun things: making chocolate, we even went to the cinema to watch a film called Wonka! In science, we have been learning all about the human body, including teeth. We did an amazing experiment! We got some boiled eggs and put them into cups of: milk, orange, juice, coffee, coke, water and blackcurrant. This was to see how drinks affect our enamel. We have also been writing from the point of view of a cheese puff going through the digestive system. In art we looked at the unique style of Picasso. Picasso is an artist who painted faces and bodies in different ways. Our favourite lesson was POP art! We drew drinks and popcorn in the recognisable style. Later on in topic we learnt about the Maya civilization and we made Mayan worry dolls. Did you know you tell your worries to the dolls and then put it under your pillow, so you can get a good night sleep? We have loved Year 4 so much. But for now, it’s goodbye. 
Year 5 by Fletcher and Bethany
In the Spring term, we have had some very exciting experiences like going to bough beach and housing our own decorative butterflies. During our space topic we were lucky enough to have the wonder dome in the hall where we immersed our self in the moment. We even climbed up Mount Everest journaling our experience as we push to the summit. We all took part in our annual poetry competition where year five learnt poems including morning rush, daddy fell into the pond and the river. After half term, we began our water topic. Learning about the water cycle to develop our knowledge further, we enjoyed a visit to SES water we took part in some challenges and we even got to descend into a underground water pipe. One group even got to see a group of prancing dears galloping across the soggy grass. Mary Poppins, Willy Wonka and even a golden ticket were seen snooping around the school during world book day. Towards the end of this term it was world water day and we carried 100 litres of water round the track for four miles to raise money. It has been a exciting but busy spring term and we are ready for a good rest over Easter. We are looking forward to getting our kit list ready for Carroty Wood!
Year 6 by George and Mya
This spring term year 6s have had intriguing learning opportunities including; women’s suffragettes, animals including humans and the classification of animals. 
The topic we most recently have been introduced to is the suffragette movement and women's rights, which shows how their role has changed through history. We have researched how women were expected to act throughout the past. We have gone into detail looking at important people such as Emmeline Pankhurst and Emily Davison who made an impact on equality for men and women. 
Our most recent topic in science is animals including humans, which involved us taking part in the most gruesome, yet exciting experience THE LAMB’S HEART DISECTION!!! We got to make two incisions (using a scalpel) on the right and the left side of the heart. On this topic we also classified different animals into various categories according to their features. We have also been researching the strange looking Platypus, which was a challenge to us because of its unique characteristics.   
As well as our topics we have had some interesting trips such as Junior Citizens where we learnt about some life skills including railway and fire safety, drugs, fitness and first aid. 
Some lucky pupils got chosen to interview the general director of the National Trust, Hilary McGrady at Polesden Lacey. The events also included a tour of the house, learning the history of the house and gardens.  First News wrote an article about the interview and we have been published in First News.
We have really enjoyed all the learning in Year 6……what will the summer term bring?  We cannot wait!

[image: ]Message from Friends of MGJS
The start or 2024 has been a quiet one with events but the Cake Sale raised £216.80 and we received £856.66 from the Co-Op as one of their Community Funds.  That takes us to £1073.46 raised this year, so far – THANK YOU!
Funds raised so far have gone toward: VR sets, Y3 dance workshop, Y4 Chocolate making, treats at the Christmas lunch and some is being ring-fenced to help refurb the Sensory Garden.
School events are 1 way to support our fundraising efforts – another way is SPONSORING these events. We have a few coming up and sponsorships help us to cover costs. Thank you to Morley Motors for agreeing to be a Sponsor for the Colour Run, for another year! If you run/work for a company that would be interested in sponsoring events, please do get in touch (friends@mgjs.org).
UPCOMING EVENTS
17 April – Bag2School	                                                          28 Jun, 5 July, 12 July – Frozen Fridays
23 May – Colour Run	                                                             8 July – Summer Disco’s & Y6 Leavers Picnic
12 June – termly meeting	                                                  19 July – Summer Celebration
14 June – Doughies Pizza night
[image: ]We are thrilled to have been chosen as one of the Co-op Local Community Funds for 2023/24. Every time you shop at the Co-op you can help us raise funds by selecting us as your chosen cause. Please share this with families and friends all over UK.
Our cause profile page is https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/79682
[image: ]Your School Lottery has helped us raise £2000 over the last 2 years so why not join in the fun , it’s a win-win!
If you haven't signed up yet visit our lottery here - https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/meath-green-junior-school
If you are interested in getting involved, in any way, with The Friends, please do get in touch (friends@mgjs.org). 


Just a final reminder that all staff will have their out of office notifications on their e-mails at the end of today until Monday 15th April 2024.  If you need to contact a DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) with regard to welfare or safeguarding then please contact the e-mail address dsl@mgjs.org


Thank you for your support this term. We wish you a Happy Easter – see you for the beginning of the Summer Term!
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