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A CLPE booklist 

I Killed Father Christmas by Anthony McGowan & Chris Riddell (Little Gems)
Barrington Stoke 9781781127100
Ever wondered how Father Christmas manages to carry presents for all the world’s 
children on his sleigh? Jo-Jo finds out after he misunderstands something he 
overhears when his parents are arguing and thinks he will have to take Santa’s 
place! A short chapter book which is touching, humorous and thought-provoking.

Pugs of the Frozen North by Philip Reeve & Sarah McIntyre
Oxford University Press 9780192734921
When True Winter comes, once in a lifetime, teams on sledges pulled by animals 
take part in the Great Northern Race across the snow, of which there are fifty kinds, 
to the Snowfather’s palace at the top of the world. Cabin boy Shen, cast adrift from 
his ship with 66 pug dogs, meets Sika who is desperate to take part in the race. They 
join forces and exhilarating adventures ensue involving the Kraken, yetis and trolls, 
not to mention the other participants in the race. This is Sarah McIntyre and Philip 
Reeve’s third collaboration and is the most powerful yet for its combination of 
excitement, humour and emotion. A CLPE core book https://clpe.org.uk/corebooks/
pugs-frozen-north and a Power of Reading text.

One Christmas Wish by Katherine Rundell & Emily Sutton
Bloomsbury 9781526603678
Theo is lonely on Christmas Eve. His parents are out, his usual babysitter can’t come 
and her replacement has fallen asleep, so he attempts to trim the tree on his own. 
Among the decorations he finds an angel with moulting wings, a tin soldier with a 
rusted drum, a robin with a bald patch and a rocking horse infested with 
woodworm. How these four accompany Theo on a festive adventure is expressed 
through an attractive combination of words and pictures.

Frost by Holly Webb, illustrated by Artful Doodlers
Stripes 9781847159533
At first Cassie’s neighbour Mrs Morris is angry with her for feeding the local foxes. 
However, they later form a bond as Mrs Morris shares stories about the Frost Fairs 
that took place on the frozen Thames close to their Southwark home several 
centuries ago. Then one snowy night Cassie follows one of the fox cubs and finds 
herself in a place that feels both strange and familiar. Can she really have travelled 
back in time to visit the Frost Fair on the ice covered river?
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